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States Marshal declined to act, Marshall took "measures1 which will," he reported to the President, "I presume occasion the delivery of this vessel, unless . . . the government has no right to interpose, so far as captors are interested/5 Talbot's attitude perplexed Marshall; for, wrote he, "if the Executive of the United States cannot restore a vessel captured by a national ship, in violation of the law of nations, . . . cause for war may be given by those who, of all others, are, perhaps, most apt to give it, and that department of the government, under whose orders they are plac'd will be unable to correct the mischief." 2
. That picturesque adventurer, Bowles, whose plots and activities among the Indians had been a thorn to the National Government since the early part of Washington's Administration,3 again became annoying. He was stirring up the Indians against the Spanish possessions in Florida and repeated his claim of having the support of Great Britain, The Spaniards eagerly seized on this as another pretext for annoying the American Government. Measures were taken to break Bowles's influence with the Indians and to suppress the adventurer's party.4
But, although the President was of the opinion that "the military forces . . . should join [the Span-
1  Marshall does not state what these measures were.
2  Marshall to Adams, Sept. 6, 1800; Adams MSS.
8 Am. St. Prs.9 v, Indian Affairs, i, 184, 187, 246. For picturesque description of Bowles and his claim of British support see Craig's report, ib., 264; also, 305. Bowles was still active in 1801. (Ik, 651.)
4 Adams to Marshall, July 31,1800; Works: Adams, Ix, 67; Marshall to De Yrujo, Aug. 15,1800; Adams MSS.